
 

ORC 955.11 (definition)(1)(a) "Dangerous dog" means a dog that, without provocation, and subject to division (A)(1)(b) of this section, has chased or approached in either a 
menacing fashion or an apparent attitude of attack, or has attempted to bite or otherwise endanger any person, while that dog is off the premises of its owner, keeper, or 
harborer and not under the reasonable control of its owner, keeper, harborer, or some other responsible person, or not physically restrained or confined in a locked pen which 
has a top, locked fenced yard, or other locked enclosure which has a top.  
(b) "Dangerous dog" does not include a police dog that has chased or approached in either a menacing fashion or an apparent attitude of attack, or has attempted to bite or 
otherwise endanger any person while the police dog is being used to assist one or more law enforcement officers in the performance of their official duties.  
(2) "Menacing fashion" means that a dog would cause any person being chased or approached to reasonably believe that the dog will cause physical injury to that person.  
(3) "Police dog" means a dog that has been trained, and may be used, to assist one or more law enforcement officers in the performance of their official duties.  
(4)(a) "Vicious dog" means a dog that, without provocation and subject to division (A)(4)(b) of this section, meets any of the following:  
(i) Has killed or caused serious injury to any person;  
(ii) Has caused injury, other than killing or serious injury, to any person, or has killed another dog.  
(iii) Belongs to a breed that is commonly known as a pit bull dog. The ownership, keeping, or harboring of such a breed of dog shall be prima-facie evidence of the ownership, 
keeping, or harboring of a vicious dog.  
(b) "Vicious dog" does not include either of the following:  
(i) A police dog that has killed or caused serious injury to any person or that has caused injury, other than killing or serious injury, to any person while the police dog is being 
used to assist one or more law enforcement officers in the performance of their official duties;  
(ii) A dog that has killed or caused serious injury to any person while a person was committing or attempting to commit a trespass or other criminal offense on the property of the 
owner, keeper, or harborer of the dog.  
(5) "Without provocation" means that a dog was not teased, tormented, or abused by a person, or that the dog was not coming to the aid or the defense of a person who was 
not engaged in illegal or criminal activity and who was not using the dog as a means of carrying out such activity. 

§ 955.22 Confinement or restraint of dog; liability insurance; debarking or surgically silencing dog.  
Text of Statute  
(A) As used in this section, "dangerous dog" and "vicious dog" have the same meanings as in section 955.11 of the Revised Code.  
(B) No owner, keeper, or harborer of any female dog shall permit it to go beyond the premises of the owner, keeper, or harborer at any time the dog is in heat unless the dog is 
properly in leash.  
(C) Except when a dog is lawfully engaged in hunting and accompanied by the owner, keeper, harborer, or handler of the dog, no owner, keeper, or harborer of any dog shall 
fail at any time to do either of the following:  
(1) Keep the dog physically confined or restrained upon the premises of the owner, keeper, or harborer by a leash, tether, adequate fence, supervision, or secure enclosure to 
prevent escape;  
(2) Keep the dog under the reasonable control of some person.  
(D) Except when a dangerous or vicious dog is lawfully engaged in hunting or training for the purpose of hunting and is accompanied by the owner, keeper, harborer, or handler 
of the dog, no owner, keeper, or harborer of a dangerous or vicious dog shall fail to do either of the following:  
(1) While that dog is on the premises of the owner, keeper, or harborer, securely confine it at all times in a locked pen that has a top, locked fenced yard, or other locked 
enclosure that has a top, except that a dangerous dog may, in the alternative, be tied with a leash or tether so that the dog is adequately restrained;  
(2) While that dog is off the premises of the owner, keeper, or harborer, keep that dog on a chain-link leash or tether that is not more than six feet in length and additionally do at 
least one of the following:  
(a) Keep that dog in a locked pen that has a top, locked fenced yard, or other locked enclosure that has a top;  
(b) Have the leash or tether controlled by a person who is of suitable age and discretion or securely attach, tie, or affix the leash or tether to the ground or a stationary object or 
fixture so that the dog is adequately restrained and station such a person in close enough proximity to that dog so as to prevent it from causing injury to any person;  
(c) Muzzle that dog.  
(E) No owner, keeper, or harborer of a vicious dog shall fail to obtain liability insurance with an insurer authorized to write liability insurance in this state providing coverage in 
each occurrence, subject to a limit, exclusive of interest and costs, of not less than one hundred thousand dollars because of damage or bodily injury to or death of a person 
caused by the vicious dog.  
(F) No person shall do any of the following:  
(1) Debark or surgically silence a dog that the person knows or has reason to believe is a vicious dog;  
(2) Possess a vicious dog if the person knows or has reason to believe that the dog has been debarked or surgically silenced;  
(3) Falsely attest on a waiver form provided by the veterinarian under division (G) of this section that the person's dog is not a vicious dog or otherwise provide false information 
on that written waiver form.  
(G) Before a veterinarian debarks or surgically silences a dog, the veterinarian may give the owner of the dog a written waiver form that attests that the dog is not a vicious dog. 
The written waiver form shall include all of the following:  
(1) The veterinarian's license number and current business address;  
(2) The number of the license of the dog if the dog is licensed;  
(3) A reasonable description of the age, coloring, and gender of the dog as well as any notable markings on the dog;  
(4) The signature of the owner of the dog attesting that the owner's dog is not a vicious dog;  
(5) A statement that division (F) of section 955.22 of the Revised Code prohibits any person from doing any of the following:  
(a) Debarking or surgically silencing a dog that the person knows or has reason to believe is a vicious dog;  
(b) Possessing a vicious dog if the person knows or has reason to believe that the dog has been debarked or surgically silenced;  
(c) Falsely attesting on a waiver form provided by the veterinarian under division (G) of section 955.22 of the Revised Code that the person's dog is not a vicious dog or 
otherwise provide false information on that written waiver form.  
(H) It is an affirmative defense to a charge of a violation of division (F) of this section that the veterinarian who is charged with the violation obtained, prior to debarking or 
surgically silencing the dog, a written waiver form that complies with division (G) of this section and that attests that the dog is not a vicious dog.  
HISTORY: GC § 5652-14a; 112 v 347; Bureau of Code Revision, 10-1-53; 131 v 387 (Eff 9-1-65); 142 v H 352 (Eff 7-10-87); 148 v H 350. Eff 10-10-2000.  
The provisions of § 3 of HB 350 (148 v --) read as follows:  
SECTION 3. A person who possesses a debarked or surgically silenced vicious dog, as defined in section 955.11 of the Revised Code, shall, within ninety days of the effective 
date of this act, have that vicious dog humanely destroyed by a licensed veterinarian, the county dog warden, or the county humane society.  

 


